
 
 
 

        

 

Well, Ayala and Costa Mesa have 

come and gone and we are well on our way 

into our competition season.  The staff and 

I are very pleased with the outcome of our 

first two competitions.  We placed high in 

our Division and have won Caption Awards 

for General Effect, Visual, Color Guard, and 

Percussion.  The students are working very 

hard to polish what is now a complete 

show.   

So you understand the strategy of 

our game plan:  We never have a 

completed show for our first competition, 

as do many of the bands.  This has to do 

with peaking.  We want to peak at finals 

and not before because otherwise our 

performance levels off and we won’t reach 

our full potential, which brings me to an 

important issue I want to communicate 

with you. 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THE EL MODENA 

MARCHING BAND AND COLOR GUARD: 

 

I know you know what  we do, but 

have you ever asked why  we do it?  Is it to 

follow the typical traditions of marching 

bands here in America? Is it to show 
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school pride?  Is it to give students a sense 

of accomplishment?  Is it to teach the 

fundamentals of music and choreography?  

Is it to give students the opportunity to be 

a part of an active and constructive 

organization?  Is it to build leadership 

skills?  Is it to learn self-discipline and 

build character?  How about team 

building?  And what about seeing and 

hearing what other marching bands are 

doing – to keep up with the trends?  

Perhaps to keep kids out of trouble and off 

the streets?  To learn what it takes to 

excel, not only in a performing group but 

in school and life in general? 

Well, it is all of these things and 

more – much, much more.  I could write a 

five hundred page thesis on the subject, 

but I want to communicate with you what I 

feel is the most important thing to keep in 

mind when we observe, direct, support 

and praise our kids out there in the field.  

 Let’s not forget about the PROCESS 

when we set out to reach the goal.  We all 

want to WIN.  Any team, whether it’s in 

athletics, marching band, or any 

competitive event, for that matter, wants 

to win.  But the most important thing is to 

remember that it’s not so much the 

outcome as it is the process.  Let’s not 

merely win for the sake of winning, but 

rather have a winning attitude and look at 

what we are accomplishing along the way.   

It is a wonderful program to be a 

part of.  Participate in a positive way and 

be careful not to lose sight of the real goal 

which is to enjoy the ride along the way 

and take in all the benefits t his great 

organization provides!  
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got nametag? 
 
 

Hey Boosters!  If you 
have not yet received 

your personalized 
Booster Nametag (or if 
there was a typo on the 

one you got) please 
contact Anne Beem at 

(714) 633-8708. 
We have one for you! 

What the Prez Says     by Annamarie Debski, Booster President 

    We have our first two competitions 

under our belt now. At Ayala and we got 

off to a great start with a 2
nd

 Place in 1A 

and Color Guard taking the caption award. 

We also received the High Visual caption 

award for the 6
th

 time in a row. Then, in 

Costa Mesa on Hallowe’en, we took 1
st

 

Place in 1A and caption awards for General 

Effect, High Visual, and Percussion.  Way to 

go Band and Guard!!! 

         Thanks you to all the boosters who 

came out to cheer the band and guard on. 

Everyone had a great time and was well fed 

by our wonderful traveling 5-star 

restaurant (a.k.a. our wonderful hospitality 

folks, and Bando Café ). 

I would like to thank all the parents 

that have come out and helped. Many of 

our freshman parents made their debut 

helping with equipment, uniforms, water, 

hospitality and, of course, cheering on our 

great kids. It’s been great seeing all the 

new faces. It is the participation of all the 

parents that make this such a wonderful 

program. It couldn’t happen without you.  

I would also like to take this chance 

to thank Mr. Ames and his staff for all they 

do for the band program. Their dedication 

to the band and guard and our kids is not 

rewarded nearly enough by the salaries 

they are paid. So it is up to all of us to 

reward them the best we can by showing 

our utmost appreciation and support for 

all they do. 

Come watch the Band and 

Colorguard as they perfect their 

performance with each passing practice 

and performance. We’re on the home 

stretch now!  Can’t wait to see them in 

Riverside on November 7
th

!  This is a great 

show, culminating with watching the 

award winning RCC Band perform.  After 

that, it’s Trabuco Hills and then 

Championships in Fresno! Make sure to 

check the web site for all the up-to-date 

times and dates. 

Annamarie   

 

 

 

Come out for the last show performance  

in southern California by our “Small but Mighty”  

El Modena Vanguard   

Band and Colorguard  

Thurs., Nov. 19
th
 in Fred Kelly Stadium 

 

It is important to practice the final product  

with an audience in the stands, the way  

it will be at Championships, so please come! 

Performance Time to be announced,  

but we estimate 5:00 or 5:30 PM. 

 

Immediately following the performance and the 

end of rehearsal, your help is needed to  

load up the Equipment Trailer for the trek up to 

Fresno the next day.  Please lend a hand!! 
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 It is always great to have the Middle 
Schoolers come by and enjoy an evening 
with our Bandos, and this year was no 
exception!  On Friday night, October 23

rd
, 

members of Santiagoõs combination band 
hung out with our exceptional band, 
enjoying a Hospitality-sponsored pizza 
dinner, musical warm-up, and team 
camaraderie.  Not only did they get to play 
the Star Spangled Banner on the field with 
our band at the beginning of the game, 
they also played pep tunes with them while 
in the stands.  Especially important was an 
opportunity for them to witness this yearõs 
field show at half-time, where they could 
get a sense of what awaits them when they 
join Elmo within the next two years! 
 It is very important that we keep the 
middle school students interested and 
excited about continuing their musical 
education at the high school level, as 
Santiago is our primary feeder school.  Plus 
the benefit of music education helps the 
students excel academically, as has been 
proven over the years through well-
established research. 
 Thank you to all the parents who 
came to help with hospitality set-up before 
the game, and to those Santiago parents 

who came to enjoy the festivities. 

  

Go Band and Guard!!  Go Santiago Students!! 
By Sue Coffman 
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I would like to thank everyone that pre purchased their meal tickets for our competition at 
Ayala.  We sold 34 meal tickets and are off to a great start.  Several families have already pre-
purchased tickets for every competition through championships.  
 
Please make sure that you order your meal tickets by the Monday before Saturday competition. 
We need to know exactly how many meals Chef Stan needs to shop for and prepare. You can 
email me at abeem91858@aol.com  or call me at 714-633-8708 to put in your reservation for a 
wonderful meal served at each competition.  Meals are only $5.    
 
Chef Stan would like to thank all the wonderful helpers with hospitality at Ayala. Thank you, 
also, to all the families that donated to hospitality for this meal.  He could not have done it 
without all your gracious help from the start to the finish.  
 
The names of every staff member, student and purchased meal ticket are automatically entered 
into a raffle at each event.  At Ayala, guard freshman Emily Johnson won a $15 gift certificate 
to Cold Stone Creamery.  The senior raffle winner was Alyson Telford who received an ELMO bag 
of goodies including a $5 gift certificate to Cold Stone.  Congratulations!! 
 
Remember, no tickets will be sold on the day of the competitions.   
Our competition schedule and deadlines are as follows: 
 
REMAINING EVENTS:      RESERVATION DEADLINE: 
November 7st   RCC Competition    Monday, November 2th    7:00 AM 
November 14th Trabuco Hills Competition  Monday, November 9th    7:00 AM 
November 21st (Saturday) Championships lunch Monday, November 16th  7:00 AM 
November 21st (Saturday) Championships dinner Monday, November 16th  7:00 AM 
November 22nd (Sunday) Championships lunch  Monday, November 16th  7:00 AM 

 
 

 

Need a Seamstress? 
 

Alterations   Dressmaking       Mending and Hemming, 

Home Decorating Projects   Knitting and Crocheting  

 

Very Reasonable Rates -- No job too small!! 

 

Contact: Janice Markey 

(714) 744 -3227 
Janicemrky62000@yahoo.com 

                                       
                                                
 
 
                               

 

 

10% of profit 

goes to the 

Bandõs General Fund! 

Hospitality Meal Tickets 
by Anne Beem 

mailto:abeem91858@aol.com
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Jennifer Beem  

John Buist  

Brendan Clarke 

Rebecca Debski 

Jessica Ehrman  

Ninfa Gurrola  

Jillian Keeler  

Daniel Martinez  

Lupe Perez 

Antone Ribaudo 

Emily Rivera 

Marlen Rodr iguez 

Leslie Rutkin  

Alyson Telford  

Han Trinh  

Daniel Tuttle  

Joe Venegas III  

Alyssa Young 

 
 

 

ELMO MARCHING BAND & COLOR GUARD 

CLASS OF 2010  

****NEWS****  

 

Senior Recognition night is fast approaching on 

Thursday November 12.  Parents should have 

received your packet of information about the 

evening.  The packet included a proposed itinerary 

for the recognition of our seniors, a photo order 

form as well as an announcer information sheet.  I 

need the photo form as well as the announcer 

information sheet fill ed out and returned to me no 

later than Saturday November 7 before we leave 

for competition.  

 

We want to see all senior parents come and share 

this special time with their senior student.  It will 

also be their last high school football game!   

Where have the four years gone???  

 

Hopefully you all pre -purchased your entrance 

ticket for this game so that you would not have to 

wait in line to get in the stadium and can get down 

to the field as soon as possible.  

 

Call me with any questions:  

Anne Beem ð Hm # 714 -633 -8708  

Senior Mom for 2010  
 



 

Page 6 

 

November 2009 

FRESNO OR BUST!!   
CHAMPIONSHIPS HERE WE COME!! 

 

      
 

In less than one month, our award-winning Vanguard Marching Band and Color Guard 
ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ CǊŜǎƴƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
weekend!  It will be an exciting culmination to our marching season, when on Saturday, 
November 21, our Mighty Little Band will take the field in Preliminary Competition at 
Koligian Stadium!  We have many proud Boosters who will be on hand to cheer them 
on! 
 
If you would like to book a room at our host hotel, contact the Piccadilly Inn Airport 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мо ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  Wǳǎǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ά9ƭ aƻŘŜƴŀ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊƻƻƳ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ϸуф ǇŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
weekend, and we will see you there! 
  
Piccadilly Inn Airport 
5115 E. McKinley Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93723 
Phone 559-251-6000 
 

If you have any questions, call Sue Coffman at 714-744-6932 (doulasue@yahoo.com) or 

Annamarie Debski at 714-771-3265 (debski2@sbcglobal.net). 

 

     If you are interested in car-pooling and/or room-sharing with other parents, please 

contact Sue Coffman, as she is organizing a contact list. This is an excellent way to save on 

travel costs, enjoy your Booster friends, and meet new band parents! 

 

 
  

Congratulations Band and Color Guard 

on your award-winning performances at  Ayala and Costa Mesa! 

Keep up the great work!!!   On to Fresno!!! 

 

mailto:doulasue@yahoo.com
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Thank you to everyone that helped with the Bi g Band Boutique. We could not have done it  

without everyoneõs help. There are so many people from future movers, people who set up the 

EZ-ups, to the ladies who helped unload and load cars, watch the door and send  people to help 

support the band. Of course, a BIG thanks to every , who spent their m oney! We have made 

about $500.00 so far with 4 more vendor s yet  to send in their money. We are a little short this 

year, but still a good showing. If you missed it , I hope that you will be able to come next year. 

Mark your calendar for the last Saturday in  September or 1 st  in October.  

Thanks again to everyone!  

 

You Asked for I t!  

 

Chinese cabbage Salad Recipe from the Bando Café  
1 large head of cabbage , cut thin  

8 green onions, thinly sliced  

Mix together and set aside until ready to serve ;  then add the following :  

 

2 packages Top Ramen Noodles crunch (throw away seasoning package)  

1 can of pineapple chunks, drained  

Peanuts and sunflower seeds to taste.  

 

For the Dressing , mix together well the following:  

1 cup peanut oil   

6 tablespoons rice vinegar,  

4 tablespoons sugar,  

Salt and Pepper to taste.  

When ready to serve shake dressing well, toss with cabbage/onion mixture.  

Optional  - Add  any of the following for variety:   

almonds, sesame seeds, golden raisins, mandarin orange, chicken etc.  
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2009-2010 Booster Board  

President  Annamarie Debski 

1st Vice President -- 

2nd Vice President Shawn Young 

Secretary  Mary Telford 

Treasurer  Agnes Lally 

Financial Secretary Lupe Gaines 

Student Accounts Stephanie Martinez 

Auditor  Anne Beem 

Corresp. Secretary Paula Zmudzinski 

Communications Ron Martinez 

Publicity  Luz Gurrola & 

   Paula Zmudzinski 

Equipment  Bob Rivera 

Uniforms  Margaret Clarke 

Hospitality  Stan Debski 

Newsletter  Debbye Karaffa 

New Members  Lupe Gaines 

Championships Sue Coffman 

Seniors   Anne Beem 

Band Rep.  Paula Ribaudo & 

   Shawn Young 

Jazz Rep.  -- 

Colorguard Rep. Kathleen Rivera 

Percussion Rep. Janine Bleakly 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

What are you thankful  for?

 

Weõre on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.elmobandandguard.com 

 

 

 

 
  Editorõs Note: 

Parents, staff, and students  
are welcome to submit articles, letters, 

photos, etc., for possible inclusion in 
upcoming issues.   

Please send them to   
ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net ,  

marked òEl Mo Band Newsletteró  
in the subject line.  

  

Thanks so much for your support!  
  Debbye Karaffa, Editor  
 

Deadline for December issue:  

November  23, 2009  

 
Important Upcoming Dates 

 
 Nov. 6 Away Game v. Brea Olinda 
 7 Competition  ð Riverside CC  
 12 Performance  ð 

Home Game v. Villa Park 
Senior Recognition Night 

 14 Competition - Trabuco Hills 
 17 Booster Meeting 7 PM 
 19 Final Home Performance in 
  Fred Kelly Stadium (time TBA) 

and loading of Equipment 
Trailer afterwards 

20-22 Competition - WBA 
Championships 

  Fresno, California  
  
 Dec. 10  Board Meeting 
 10 Booster Meeting 7 PM  

17 Winter Concert 
19 Winter Break begins 

   
   
 
  

mailto:ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net

