
 
 
 

        

 

Greetings and Happy New Year! 
 
     With marching season now behind us, we began the concert season with a resounding 
statement that the marching unit is just one part of excellence in the music arts here at El 
Modena.  The winter concert performance was every bit as musically exceptional as the field 
show of 2009 and our young musicians just keep getting better and better as the year moves on.   
     Each performing ensemble has several upcoming concerts and events that you should take 
note of, such as:  Disneyland, the Spring Concert, the End of the Year Concert, Jazz Night, three 
Jazz Festivals in Orange and Riverside Counties, Heritage Orchestra Festival in San Diego, and 
several other events.  Check out the calendar and be sure to set aside those times.  Also, the 
Elmo Band, Guard, and Orchestra will be traveling to Santiago, McPherson, and possibly other 
private schools to perform and recruit music students for next year. 
     You probably heard it through the grapevine:  The marching band donned their new uniforms 
and performed for the welcoming of our new football coach Monday, January 25th.   Being quite 
impressed, the humble new coach remarked publicly that he would love to bring the football 
team up to the level of the band.  Well, that might be a difficult task, because we will keep 
raising the bar as well. 
     Looking forward to even better things to come, 

Randy Ames, Director of Instrumental Music 

 

 

 

 
El Modena High School – 3920 Spring Street, Orange, CA 92869           Editor:  Debbye Karaffa 
 www.elmobandandguard.com                                   Band Room Telephone:  714/628-5317 

El Modena Band and Colorguard  
Boosters Newsletter 

From the Director’s Desk     by Randy Ames, Director of Instrumental Music 

What the Prez Says     by Annamarie Debski, Booster President 

 
 

January/February 2010 
 

 

 
 

 

All members of the El Modena Vanguard Band and Color Guard Booster Club: 
Here is your chance to make a difference! 

 
     I would like to announce the upcoming election of officers and appointment of directors for 
the upcoming 2010/2011 school year (July 1 to June 30). The election of officers will be held 
during our May Booster Meeting. At our next meeting, I will be appointing a Nominating 
Committee made up of 2 booster board members and 3 individuals from the general membership. 
If you are interested in serving on the Nominating Committee, please e-mail me at 
debski2@sbcglobal.net or better yet, come to the meeting on February 18th @7pm and tell me in 
person! 
     I encourage anyone who is looking to become more involved in the lives of their children to 
participate by running for an elected office or expressing an interest in acting in one of the 
appointed director positions. Following this letter is a list of the elected board and appointed 
director’s positions along with a description of each position’s responsibilities. If you have any 
questions or would like to be considered for any of these positions, please feel free to give me a 
call at 714-771-3265. 
     Thank you, 

Annamarie Debski, President (2009/2010) 

 

mailto:debski2@sbcglobal.net
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Executive Board Positions Available for the 2010/2011 School Year  
 
The President shall 1) preside at Executive Board meetings and general Booster meetings. 2) 
Appoint a nominating committee, director, and unit representatives. 3) Serve as an ex-officio 
member of all committees, except the nominating committee. 4) Fill, by appointment, vacancies 
that occur on the Executive Board, with the approval of the remaining members. 5) Act as the 
primary liaison between the Director and the Booster Club, and 6) Act as the Director’s liaison when 
the Director is unable to attend a board meeting. 
 
The First Vice President shall 1) aid and assist the President 2) act in the capacity of President 
during the President’s absence. Succeed to the office of President for the remainder of the term if 
that office becomes vacant. In cooperating with the second Vice President, organize and conduct 
fund raising projects, with the approval of the Executive Board. 
 
The Second Vice President shall: In cooperation with the First Vice President, organize and conduct 
fund raising projects with the approval of the Executive board. 
 
The Secretary shall: Keep a written record (minutes) of all Executive Board and General Booster 
meetings. Handle all correspondence of the Executive Board. Keep a current copy of the Bylaws and 
Standing Rules. 
 
The Treasurer shall: Receive accountings of all deposits of Booster funds from the Fiscal Secretary. 
Issue payments according to procedures described in Article VII. Present a written statement of 
account at every meeting of the organization and at other times when requested by the Executive 
Board. Submit a full annual report to the organization by the last meeting of the fiscal year. 
The Fiscal Secretary shall be responsible for the coordination of the collection of all funds of the 
Booster organization and coordinate the deposit of all funds with the fiscal institution(s) authorized 
by the Booster Board.  He/she shall provide an accounting of all funds collected on a monthly basis, 
in a manner requested by the Treasurer, the Booster Board and the Auditor. 
 
The Student Accounts Representative shall maintain accurate records of all student accounts and 
mail account statements to parents or guardians of students monthly. 
 
The Auditor shall audit the books and financial records in January and at the end of the fiscal year 
in June and prepare a written report to present to the Executive Board. 
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Need a Seamstress? 
Alterations   Dressmaking       Mending and Hemming 

Home Decorating Projects   Knitting and Crocheting 

**Alterations/Sewing Patches on Band Jackets, too!** 

 

         Very Reasonable Rates   

            No job too small!! 

 

Contact: Janice Markey 
Janicemrky62000@yahoo.com 

                                       
                                                
 
 
                               

 

 

10% of profit 

goes to the 

Band’s General 

Fund! 

Appointed Director Positions Available for the 2010/2011 School Year 
 
The Director of the Newsletter shall publish the monthly newsletter, with information including 
upcoming events and activities, fund raising projects and booster meeting times. 
 
The Director of Communications shall contact all members by email or telephone regarding 
upcoming events and activates. 
 
The Director of Equipment shall be responsible for props and equipment for field shows and other 
Entertainment unit performances, and will organize and direct a support crew for each 
performance. 
 
The Director of Uniforms shall be responsible for the fitting, distribution and maintenance of the 
marching band uniforms. 
 
The Director of New Members shall be responsible for coordinating activities related to new 
member welcome and orientation, recruiting and student band camp registration. 
 
 
The Director of Publicity shall publicize entertainment unit and booster events to the public 
through press releases, signs and other methods as appropriate. 
  
The Director of Hospitality shall organize meals or snacks for the entertainment unit at 
performances during the fall season. 
 
The Unit Representatives shall act as liaisons between their units and the Executive Board. They 
will contact and organize volunteers to assist in the function of their respective units. They will 
supply information regarding performances, competitions and events to the Director of the 
Newsletter.  
Units are Band, Color Guard, Jazz, VPE, Championships, Seniors, Awards, and  
New Members. 
 

 
THANKS TO ALL 

THE BANDOS AND 
BOOSTERS WHO 

DONATED 
“TREASURES” TO 
AND HELPED OUT 
WITH THE SPRING 
RUMMAGE SALE!! 

CAN’T DO IT  

WITHOUT YOU!! 
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ELMO MARCHING BAND & COLOR GUARD  

ORCHESTRA & JAZZ 

CLASS OF 2010  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCHING SEASON  

Jennifer Beem 

John Buist 

Brendan Clarke 

Rebecca Debski 

Jessica Ehrman 

Ninfa Gurrola 

Jillian Keeler 

Daniel Martinez 

Lupe Perez 

Antone Ribaudo 

Emily Rivera 

Marlen Rodriguez 

Leslie Rutkin 

Alyson Telford 

Han Trinh 

Daniel Tuttle 

Joe Venegas III 

Alyssa Young 

ORCHESTRA/JAZZ  

Andrew Albright 

Andrea Bilog 

Stephanie Castillo 

Austin Gary 

Fabiola Jacome 

Christopher Laguna 

Marcus Perry 

Paul Pham 

Irvin Rueda 

Carissa Saucedo 

 
 

We would like to welcome our Seniors in Orchestra and Jazz that were not part of 
our marching season: Andrew Albright, Andrea Bilog, Stephanie Castillo, Austin 
Gary, Fabiola Jacome, Christopher Laguna, Marcus Perry, Paul Pham, Irvin Rueda and 
Carissa Saucedo. 
 

**SENIOR PARENTS**  
 
As we prepare for our last few activities of the year, I will need some pictures of 
your student for the Awards Program and video shown at Awards night. 
 
Please send me the following (3) pictures by February 19, 2010: 
 

1. baby picture 
2. childhood picture 
3. Senior picture (this picture will be used in the awards program) 

 
Once I get these pictures, I will scan them and then return them to you promptly.  
You can put them in an envelope with my name and put in the òBlack Boxó in Mr. 
Amesõs office or, you can mail them to me. 
   
We want to make the Awards Night very special for all of our Seniors.  I know the 
kids like the surprise of the pictures that you parents have selected.  
 

** SENIOR S**  
 
You should have each received a sheet with questions that you need to answer and 

return to me as soon as possible .  This information will be used in future 

newsletters and the Awards Program.  If you have misplaced your paper, there 

should be extra copies in the band room. 

 

Call me with any questions: 

Anne Beem ð home # 714-633-8708 

Email: abeem91858@aol.com 

 

Senior Mom for 2010 
 

mailto:abeem91858@aol.com
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Photos above and below courtesy of Ron Martinez 

 
 

 

BANDOS ABOUT TOWN 
(or what I did on my winter vacation) 

 

Merry Tuba 
Christmas! 

by Sue Coffman 
 
     Another great year, another fun 
Tuba Christmas at Downtown 
Disney!  On Tuesday afternoon, 
December 22nd, after 4 hours of 
group rehearsal in the parking lot 
of Downtown Disney, almost 500 
tuba players (euphoniums, 
sousaphones, ultra low brass, etc) 
gathered in the area between 
ESPNzone and the AMC theaters to 
delight us all with mellow 
resonating Christmas tones. 
     We had quite the ElMo turnout this 
year: 
Alec Coffman, Alex Espinoza, Mason 
Gannaway, Michael Lewandowski, Nolan 
Markey, Daniel Martinez, Kevin McBrien, 
Jonathan Moubayed, and Christian Young 
(along with their supporters Brenton 
Gaines and Shelby Lewis) all took part in a 
rousing time of Christmas and Disney 
tunes.    There were plenty of Band 

alumni, Bandos and Booster families 
on hand as well, in addition to the 
hundreds of onlookers.   

 
A great time was had by 
all....next year: beat 
500! 

Photo courtesy of Sue Coffman 
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Bandos About Town continuedé 

Jennifer Beem Appears in  
2010 Rose Parade  

By Anne Beem 

 

     Anyone who knows Jennifer knows that guard is her passion.  

Being part of El Moõs Guard these past four years has been very 

rewarding for her.  She has had a very talented coach and has 

learned so much. Jenniferõs talent has grown and she has 

cultivated guard into her passion. 

     Jennifer has had the distinct honor of marching in the 

famous and very prestigious Tournament of Roses parade for 

the past three years on New Yearõs Day.  Jennifer marched 

pageantry with the Pasadena City College Tournament of Roses 

Honor Band and Pageantry.  The college opens auditions to high 

school students.  As I look back on the past three years of this 

experience with the Rose Parade, I am very proud of her for taking the initiative to pursue her 

dreams.  I know that the experience was very special to her and she made so many new friends 

that shared the same passion. Both she and I will treasure the memories made foreveré 

PRICELESS!!   

     Continue to follow your dreams Jennifer.  Your world is an open canvas!  
 

JOIN THE  Corporate Sponsorship and Donation committee.  
 
     Our group, the El Modena HS Vanguard Marching Band and Color Guard, benefits and represents 

our community. For this reason, and the fact that we are part of a public school, the businesses 

around us can, and should be, asked to help support the group. Large corporations and small 

businesses want to donate to worthy causes. They do this for tax reasons as well as for the 

advertising and goodwill that is generated. Parents should not be paying for the entire program; 

let the community join in. Companies set aside money in their budget for non-profit donations. 

Let’s get some of it!  

 

     If you are a person who wants to make a difference in the funding of our band and guard 

program, please volunteer to help start and promote the Corporate Sponsorship and Donation 

program. This cannot be done by one person; it truly will take a community. If you are interested 

in helping, please contact Paula Z. at Zmudzinski@dslextreme.com.  
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2009-2010 Booster Board 

President  Annamarie Debski 

1st Vice President -- 

2nd Vice President Shawn Young 

Secretary  Mary Telford 

Treasurer  Agnes Lally 

Financial Secretary Lupe Gaines 

Student Accounts Stephanie Martinez 

Auditor  Anne Beem 

Corresp. Secretary Paula Zmudzinski 

Communications Ron Martinez 

Publicity  Luz Gurrola & 

   Paula Zmudzinski 

Equipment  Bob Rivera 

Uniforms  Margaret Clarke 

Hospitality  Stan Debski 

Newsletter  Debbye Karaffa 

New Members  Lupe Gaines 

Championships Sue Coffman 

Seniors   Anne Beem 

Band Rep.  Paula Ribaudo & 

   Shawn Young 

Jazz Rep.  -- 

Colorguard Rep. Kathleen Rivera 

Percussion Rep. Janine Bleakly 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.elmobandandguard.com 

 

 

 

 
  Editor’s Note: 

Parents, staff, and students  
are welcome to submit articles, letters, 

photos, etc., for possible inclusion in 
upcoming issues.   

Please send them to  
ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net,  

Marked “El Mo Band Newsletter”  
in the subject line. 

  

Thanks so much for your support! 
  Debbye Karaffa, Editor 
 

Deadline for March issue: 

February 23, 2010 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 
  
Feb. 5 Jazz Band – Bowers Museum 

12 School Holiday 
 15 School Holiday 

18 Board Meeting   6:30 PM 
 18 Booster Meeting 7:00 PM 
 19 Disneyland Day 
 20 Winterguard Competition 
 27 Winterguard Competition 
   
Mar. 6 Winterguard Competition 
 11 Board Meeting  6:30 PM 
 11 Booster Meeting  7:00 PM 
 13 Jazz Band – Esperanza HS 
 19 Winterguard Competition 
 25 Spring Concert – all ensembles 
 26-27 Jazz Band –Cal State Fullerton 
 27 Winterguard Competition 
 29 Spring Break begins 
  

Check the website for more information. 

mailto:ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net

