
 
 
 

        

Well!  Where to begin… 
 
What a fantastic way to end the season by 
making it to finals!  I am very proud of our 
team.  Yes, it was a team effort that brought 
us to success this year.  Boosters, Staff, Band 
and Guard:  Thank you for all your hard work 
and enthusiastic dedication to a cause that is 
insurmountable to any other endeavor I have 
found myself involved in throughout my 
musical and instructional career.   
 
Senior parents….. You will be sorely missed.  I 
know I will see you throughout this school 
year at various events, but I wanted to say 
congratulations on completing the mammoth 
task of putting your child through four years 
of marching seasons.  You have enabled your 
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kids to have the opportunity to grow musically 
and personally in ways that haven’t always 
been measurable, but certainly obvious, as 
you have watched them become fine young 
adults whose futures will be bright. 
 
Concert season is now upon us and we are 
well underway with the challenging task of 
getting ready for our Winter Concert.  The 
date is Thursday, December 17th at 7:00 and 
will feature our String Orchestra, Full 
Orchestra, Concert Band and Jazz Band. 
 
See you there, and Happy Holidays. 
 

Randy Ames 
Director of Instrumental Music 
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It is hard to believe that marching season is over! It is always a whirl 
wind that goes by so fast. As a senior parent, it was an extra joy to 
be a part of such a great group of kids and parents. I would like to 
take this time to thank everyone for all of your hard work so far this 
year. We had a large group of freshman this year and they were able 
pull it together with the more experienced upper classmen and make 
Heartbreak a great success. We came in 5th of 18 bands in single A 
division on Saturday and made our goal to go the finals on Sunday. 
Congratulations to all of the Band, Guard, Staff and Mr. Ames for a 
great job!!! 
 
 I hope each and every one of you found the joy in watching the Band 
and Guard perform this year as I did. See you at the Booster meeting 
Thursday, December 10th in the band room at 7PM. 
 

Happy Holidays to everyone, 
 

Annamarie, President 2009/2010 
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A Word of Thanks from Chef Stan  
Many thanks to all of the parents that help our Bando Café service over 110 meals each week, 

also thanks for all the food donations that helped keep us under budget and the kids well fed.  

A special thanks to Annamarie and her crew of helpers that Setu p, served and cleaned up 

every week and keep the line moving so the kids could eat. Also to my cooks Don, Guillermo and 

Dan, the Bando Caf® could not have rolled up to service without everyoneõs help!!  

It has been a great year ! Thanks again, 

Chef Stan   Debski  

Winter Concert ð Thursday, December 17 th  
Get in the holiday spirit at our Winter Concert !  All the instrumental music groups will be 

performing.  C ome early and come hungry. The Bando Café will be serving dinner starting at 

6PM on Thursday, December 17th .  We will be serving our famous potato bowl s, hot dogs, chili 

dogs, bowls of chili and goodies. Come and have dinner and enjoy the music and show at 7PM.  

Dinner starting @ 6 PM         Performance @ 7 PM  

Mmmmmé   Potato Bowlsé 

I would like to thank everyone that purchased meal tickets for our four competitions, 

including lunch and dinner at Championships.  We served 253 additional meals in addition to 

our 61 students and staff members.  

 

A special thank you to Chef Stan and Annamarie for  prepari ng such wonderful meals!  Thank 

you also to all the families that donated to hospitality for the meals.   We could not have 

done it without all your gracious help from start to finish.  

 

We held raffles at each meal with several lucky winners. Janice Markey won a $15 Starbucks 

card.  Allen (Christensen family guest) won a $15 Coldstones gift card.  Stephanie Young won 

a $15 Jamba Juice gift card.  Sandra Ehrman won a $15 Coldstones gift card and, last but 

not least, Chef Stan won a $15 Starbucks gift card.  O ur senior raffle winners were Jennifer 

Beem, Daniel Martinez, Joe Venegas III, Rebecca Debski, Jillian Keeler, and John Buist.  

They each received an ELMO bag of goodies including a $5 gift certificate to Cold Stones.  

Hospitality Meal Tickets  
by Anne Beem 
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Thank you See's Candies for a "sweet" fundraiser!  S 
 

     Seventeen students  (from Band, Colorguard, Jazz    and Orchestra) 

participated with 250 items sold!  Their extra effort provided $400 going 

towards general fund and $400 going to individual Student Accounts paying 

down their own band fees.  Thank you to all who made this fundraiser a 

òsweetó success including:  Jennifer Beem, Alec Coffman, Sami Christensen, 

Eva Cruz, Rebecca Debski, Anneliese Howell, Katelin Lally, Shelby Lewis, Chad Lonski, Nolan 

Markey, Daniel Martinez, Alyson Telford, Alyssa Young, Christian Young, Kyle Zmudzinski, Launa 

Kressin, and especially Brenton Gaines  (sold 100 items!!).  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Is your Trash our Treasure??  

 Band Rummage Sale in January!!  
Remember when you are cleaning up over the holidays, we are having a 

rummage sale in January, so please save all your good junk and help the band. Call 

Kathy Rutkin or Sue Coffman with any questions.  

. 

 

         
 

 
 

Wanted:  Volunteers to form Corporate 

Spons orship and Donation committee.  

 
     Our group, the El Modena HS Vanguard Marching Band and Color Guard, benefits and 

represents our community. For this reason, and the fact that we are part of a public school, the 

businesses around us can, and should be, asked to help support the group. Large corporations and 

small businesses want to donate to worthy causes. They do this for tax reasons as well as for the 

advertising and goodwill that is generated. Parents aren’t the ones who should be paying for the 

entire program; let the community join in. Companies set aside money in their budget for non-

profit donations. Let’s get some of it!  

 

     If you are a person who wants to make a difference in the funding of our band and guard 

program, please volunteer to help start and promote the Corporate Sponsorship and Donation 

program. This cannot be done by one person; it truly will take a community. Those of you who 

are interested in helping, please contact Paula Z. at Zmudzinski@dslextreme.com. The first 

meeting of this committee will be in January. 
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Jennifer Beem  

John Buist  

Brendan Clarke 

Rebecca Debski 

Jessica Ehrman  

Ninfa Gurrola  

Jillian Keeler  

Daniel Martinez  

Lupe Perez 

Antone Ribaudo 

Emily Rivera 

Marlen Rodr iguez 

Leslie Rutkin  

Alyson Telford  

Han Trinh  

Daniel Tuttle  

Joe Venegas III  

Alyssa Young 

 
 

 
ELMO MARCHING BAND & COLOR GUARD 

CLASS OF 2010 
 

****NEWS**** 

 
   Well, marching season has come to an end and I know that our 

18 seniors had a fun time with all the little senior 
“perks”, from the goodie bags after each home football game 
to the In’n’Out for lunch on their last full Saturday practice 
day.  They also each received a “Heartbreak” sweat shirt and 
were able to be first in line to eat at every competition.  They 
even had their own raffle for an Elmo goodie bag at each 
competition.  Finally, at championships, they ate meals 
together in their own “tent”, with a fun Elmo theme for lunch 
and a more elegant, starry theme for dinner.   A tremendous 
thank you to all the parents that supported and helped with all 
the activities!  It was a pleasure doing things for these 18 
seniors as they are a terrific group of kids.  

  
  Senior recognition night was a fantastic success.  It ran so 

smoothly, thank you Betsy and Shawn for helping on the field. 
Having every senior share the evening with their family and 
friends made it even more special.  You should be receiving 
your 5 x 7 picture from that event shortly, along with any 
additional pictures you might have purchased. 

  
  Now for the next few months things will calm down.  I will be 

sending out a request for childhood pictures of our seniors to 
be used at the Awards banquet in June, so be watching for 
that letter. 

 
 
 

Call me with any questions: 
Anne Beem – Home # 714-633-8708 

Senior Mom for 2010 
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A word from Future Bando,  

Annelise Gannaway  

 
Over the weekend I went to Fresno to see 

El Modena’s marching band perform.  
While in Fresno, I had a great time.  

The boosters were all really nice and funny 
and very helpful towards the band.  

Along with the great bands I saw, I really 
loved the talent show they put on in the 

hotel. In the talent show they had a fashion 
show which was hilarious for everyone. 

Going to Fresno was an amazing experience 
and I am very excited to join marching 

band next year  

ǆ Ǉ. ƽ 
 

Band:   $600  

++++++++++++++++++  

Football:  $1,000  

++++++++++++++++++  

Watching Christian at 

halftime El Modena 

Football games:  

PRICELESS 

 

 
Check out more great photos from Championships (and the entire Marching Season)  

taken by our own Paparazzi, Ron Martinez, at 

http://web.me.com/ronlmartinez/Site_ElMoBandFall09/ElMo_Band_Photos_Home.html   
Ron, thanks for the memories!! 

 

Did you see 
the great 

article in the 
December 8

th
 

issue of the 
Foothill 
Sentry?  

Thanks to our 
publicity 

committee for 
doing a 

wonderful job 
promoting us 

in the 

community! 

http://web.me.com/ronlmartinez/Site_ElMoBandFall09/ElMo_Band_Photos_Home.html
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Need a Seamstress? 
Alterations   Dressmaking       Mending and Hemming 

Home Decorating Projects   Knitting and Crocheting  

** Alterations/Sewing Patches on Band Jackets, too!** 

 

         Very Reasonable Rates   

            No job too small!! 

 

Contact: Janice Markey 
Janicemrky62000@yahoo.com 

                                       
                                                
 
 
                               

 

 

 

HERDING BANDOS 
 
by Sue Coffman 
Championships Mom and Chaperone 
 
What a weekend!  It was so much fun organizing the whole weekend at Championships, and 
watching how well it unfolded!  First of all I have to thank all our spectacular parent boosters; 
without their wonderful support throughout this Season and into Championships, we would not be 
the tight organization we are!  And the bandos themselves are awesome!  Their dedication, hard 
work, and commitment to the group are valuable assets they will take with them for the rest of 
their lives!  As with any competitive team, there have been issues and anxieties, successes and 
challenges, but overall, our group of talented students and their attentive staff has overcome all 
obstacles!  WE MADE FINALS and that is something we can take with us forever!! 
 
We had a tight outfit that weekend: bodacious bandos, gracious guard, sharp-eyed chaperones, 
stupendous staff, and a dedicated director….all pulling together to protect El Modena’s reputation 
as a powerhouse band and guard!  Our marching band and color guard prove that musical education 
surpasses your average academic programs, and helps our students improve in all aspects of their 
high school career!  With all the budget cuts within the school system nowadays, it is truly 
awesome to see our band survive at all!  If it wasn’t for your great support, both physically and 
monetarily, this great little band of ours could not do the magnificent things it does during the 
football and competitive seasons!   And now…on to the concert season! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Have a safe and happy holiday!!  Coming soon to a band room near you: 

Winter Guard, Honor Band, Vanguard Percussion Ensemble, Disneyland, etc.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10% of profit 

goes to the 

Bandõs General 

Fund! 
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2009-2010 Booster Board  

President  Annamarie Debski 

1st Vice President -- 

2nd Vice President Shawn Young 

Secretary  Mary Telford 

Treasurer  Agnes Lally 

Financial Secretary Lupe Gaines 

Student Accounts Stephanie Martinez 

Auditor  Anne Beem 

Corresp. Secretary Paula Zmudzinski 

Communications Ron Martinez 

Publicity  Luz Gurrola & 

   Paula Zmudzinski 

Equipment  Bob Rivera 

Uniforms  Margaret Clarke 

Hospitality  Stan Debski 

Newsletter  Debbye Karaffa 

New Members  Lupe Gaines 

Championships Sue Coffman 

Seniors   Anne Beem 

Band Rep.  Paula Ribaudo & 

   Shawn Young 

Jazz Rep.  -- 

Colorguard Rep. Kathleen Rivera 

Percussion Rep. Janine Bleakly 

 

Weõre on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.elmobandandguard.com 

 

 

 

 
  Editor’s Note: 

Parents, staff, and students  
are welcome to submit articles, letters, 

photos, etc., for possible inclusion in 
upcoming issues.   

Please send them to  
ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net,  

Marked “El Mo Band Newsletter”  
in the subject line. 

  

Thanks so much for your support! 
  Debbye Karaffa, Editor 
 

Deadline for Jan/ Feb issue: 

January 23, 2010  

 
 

Important Upcoming Dates 
  
 Dec. 10  Board Meeting   6:30 PM 
 10 Booster Meeting 7:00 PM  

17 Winter Concert 
19 Winter Break begins 

 

H a ppy H ol i d a ys 

a n d  

H a ppy New Yea r ! ! !  

 
Jan. 11 School Resumes   
 14 Board Meeting   6:30 PM 
 14 Booster Meeting 7:00 PM 
 18 No School – MLK Jr. Holiday 
 21-22 Finals – Minimum Days 
 TBA Rummage Sale 
rR  
  
  

mailto:ddkaraffa@sbcglobal.net

